Father Eugene Grytner, SDS
Office hrs Mon-Fri 9 am to 12 pm
1305 E. Mann Road Bartow, FL 33830

MASSES
Daily at 8:30 am - No Mass on
Wednesday and Saturday morning.
Saturday: Vigil Bartow: 5:00 pm
Sunday: Ft. Meade 8:00 am
Sunday: Bartow 10:30 am

Sacraments

Confessions: Half hour prior to masses.

Marriage preparation: Arrangements must be
made four months in advance.
Baptism: Last Sunday of the month.

Call Evelyn Rivera 863-370-4000
evecoulter@aol.com

Sick calls — Anytime
Communion for Sick and Home Bound
Call the Church Office

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament - Every
Sunday 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm
Monday 8:30 am to 10:30 am

Religious Education Administrator
Jessica Whitmer 863-602-3837

Religious Formation — Every Sunday
Sept thru May

Preschool thru 8th - Sun 9 am to 10:15 am

High School Sunday 9:00 to 10:15 am
(1* and 3™ Sunday of the month.)

Email: glorial21@verizon.net
Phone 863-533-8578
Fax  863-533-5090

www.stthomasbartow.org

NEW PARISHIONERS WELCOME!
Registration forms in church or office

Remember St. Thomas Church in your will

Samt Thomas Aquinas Latholic Church
2180 S. Kissingen Ave. Bartow FL, 33830
Diocese of Orlando

Jesus I Trust In You!




Sunday of Divine Mercy
April 27, 2025
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Mass Intentions

Sat Apr 26 5:00 pm | For All Parishioners
Sun Apr 27 8:00 am
Sun Apr27 | 10:30 am | For the Repose of the Soul
of Pope Francis
Mon Apr 28 8:30 am
Tue Apr 29 8:30 am
Thu May 1 8:30 am | All Souls in Purgatory
Fri May 2 8:30 am
Sat May 3 8:30 am
Sat May 3 5:00 pm
Sun May 4 8:00 am | For All Parishioners
Sun May 4 10:30 am | +Jimmy Hooks &
+Kimberly Worth
By Maria & Rick Davila

Please Pray For......

Stuart Andrews, Terry Ayres, Kristin Bing, Pete
Byrne, Melvin Casey, Debbie Coffman, Alan
English, Rachel Gohlman, Dorothy Guptill, Delores
Hart, Austin Heath, Zachary Heath, Ivette
Hernandez, Jennifer Hoffer, Mark Jansen, Missy
Jansen, Stuart Jones, Bill Kjerrumgaard, Leon
LaClair, Sara Long, Aaron Mills, Adam Mills,
Zachary Mills, Scott Mize, Kathleen Morris, Lacey
Pate, , George Pizano, Karlee Severns, Richie
Southwell, Chuck Spencer, Murphy Stidham, Rita
Taylor, Laura Webb

Please pray for our deceased diocesan
priests

Apr 6, 2018 Rev. Edward Hamilton
Apr 14, 2024 Rev. Clyde Bonar

Apr 17, 2017 Rev. Domingo Gonzalez
Apr 19, 2012 Rev. John Walsh

Apr 21, 2002 Most Rev. Thomas Grady
Apr 21, 2018 Rev. Eduardo Benitez
April 24, 2023 Rev. Sean Heslin

Apr 28, 1985 Rev. Luis Maris Padilla
Apr 29, 2014 Msgr. Terence Farrelly
May 1, 2005 Rev. John Garvy

May 6, 2013 Rev. Patrick O’Carroll
May 20,2010 Rev. James John MacLoughlin

May 30, 2020 Msgr. Fachtna Joseph Harte

LECTORS | EMHC
4/26-5:00 pm
Mike DeNeve Doug Van Orsdale
Barbara Van Orsdale Pat Lowery
4/27-10:30 am
Barbara Woodard Maria Davila
Oziemar Woodard Pattie Scott
5/3-8:00 pm
Ann Slocum Doug Van Orsdale
Jessica Witmer Pat Lowery
5/4-10:30 am
Unique Gonzalez Martha Laurent
Confirmandi Maria Davila

Saint Thomas Collection

413  Regular $1950.00
Maintenance 530.00
Easter Flowers 99.00
Diocesan 10.00

Saint Elizabeth Collection

413  Regular 646.00
Maintenance 47.00

SECOND COLLECTION

This week’s second collection is a Diocesan
Collection for Black/Indian Missions and
Catholic Home Missions.

MOTHER’S DAY ENVELOPES

Special Mother’'s Day Masses will be celebrated
on May 10t, 11*, and 12%". Envelopes can be
found in the pews.

PLENARY INDULGENCE ON DIVINE MERCY
SUNDAY

A plenary indulgence, granted under the usual
conditions (sacramental confession, Eucharistic
communion and prayer for the intentions of
Supreme Pontiff) to the faithful who, on the
Second Sunday of Easter or Divine Mercy
Sunday, in any church of chapel, in a spirit that
is completely detached from the affection for a
sin, even a venial sin, take part in the prayers
and devotions held in honor of Divine Mercy, or
who, in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament
exposed or reserved in the tabernacle, recite the
Our Father and the Creed, adding a devout
prayer to the merciful Lord Jesus (e.g. Merciful
Jesus, | trust in you!”)



FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY

During the course of Jesus' revelations to Saint
Faustina on the Divine Mercy He asked on
numerous occasions that a feast day be dedicated
to the Divine Mercy and that this feast be
celebrated on the Sunday after Easter. The
liturgical texts of that day, the 2nd Sunday of
Easter, concern the institution of the Sacrament of
Penance, the Tribunal of the Divine Mercy, and
are thus already suited to the request of Our Lord.
This Feast, which had already been granted to the
nation of Poland and been celebrated within
Vatican City, was granted to the Universal Church
by Pope John Paul Il on the occasion of the
canonization of Sr. Faustina on 30 April 2000. In a
decree dated 23 May 2000, the Congregation for
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments stated that "throughout the world the
Second Sunday of Easter will receive the name
Divine Mercy Sunday, a perennial invitation to the
Christian world to face, with confidence in divine
benevolence, the difficulties and trials that
mankind will experience in the years to come."
These papal acts represent the highest
endorsement that the Church can give to a private
revelation, an act of papal infallibility proclaiming
the certain sanctity of the mystic, and the granting
of a universal feast, as requested by Our Lord to
St. Faustina.

Concerning the Feast of Mercy Jesus said:

Whoever approaches the Fountain of Life on this
day will be granted complete forgiveness of sins
and punishment. (Diary 300)

| want the image solemnly blessed on the first
Sunday after Easter, and | want it to be venerated
publicly so that every soul may know about it.
(Diary 341)

This Feast emerged from the very depths of My
mercy, and it is confirmed in the vast depths of my
tender mercies. (Diary 420)

On one occasion, | heard these words: My
daughter, tell the whole world about My
Inconceivable mercy. | desire that the Feast of
Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and
especially for poor sinners. On that day the very
depths of My tender mercy are open. | pour out a
whole ocean of graces upon those souls who
approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that will
go to Confession and receive Holy Communion
shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and
punishment. * On that day all the divine floodgates
through which grace flow are opened. Let no soul

fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be
as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no mind, be
it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom it
throughout all eternity. Everything that exists has
come forth from the very depths of My most tender
mercy. Every soul in its relation to Me will
contemplate My love and mercy throughout
eternity. The Feast of Mercy emerged from My
very depths of tenderness. It is My desire that it be
solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after
Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it turns
to the Fount of My Mercy. (Diary 699)

Yes, the first Sunday after Easter is the Feast of
Mercy, but there must also be deeds of mercy,
which are to arise out of love for Me. You are to
show mercy to our neighbors always and
everywhere. You must not shrink from this or try
to absolve yourself from it. (Diary 742)

| want to grant complete pardon to the souls that
will go to Confession and receive Holy
Communion on the Feast of My mercy. (Diary
1109)

As you can see the Lord's desire for the Feast
includes the solemn, public veneration of the
Image of Divine Mercy by the Church, as well as
personal acts of veneration and mercy. The great
promise for the individual soul is that a devotional
act of sacramental penance and Communion will
obtain for that soul the plenitude of the divine
mercy on the Feast.

*The confessional requirement does not have to
be met on the Feast itself. That would be an
impossible burden for the clergy if it did. The
Communion requirement is easily met that day,
however, since it is a day of obligation, being
Sunday. We would only need confession again, if
received earlier in Lenten or Easter Season, if we
were in the state of mortal sin on the Feast.

COME TO PRAY

May 1 First Thursday of the Month is dedicated to
pray for new vocations to the priesthood and the
religious life, and the sanctity of life for those
already called.

May 2 First Friday of the Month is dedicated to the
Veneration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

May 3 First Saturday of the Month is dedicated to
Veneration of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Prayers
and benediction after Mass in monstrance.
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